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Mt. Nekoma Volcano, Brother Volcano of Mt. Bandai
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1. The Origin of Mt. Nekoma Volcano

At the center of the volcanoes of the Nekoma Mountain Range is Nekomagadake (1404 meters above sea level), which possesses the
highest peak in the range. These mountains encircle a depression in which lies the Oguninuma Marsh. Like the rocks of Mt. Bandai,
the rocks which make up this mountain range are mainly formed from lava composed of andesite, mixed with layers of pyroclastic flow
deposit (picturel). Mt. Nekoma became an active volcano approximately 1 million years ago and its eruptions formed the bodies of
ancient mountains like Mt. Oguni, Mt. Umaya, and Mt. Kojoga. Nearly 500 thousand years ago, a massive sector collapse in the center
of the ancient portions of Mt. Nekoma triggered an avalanche on the north east side, and deposited sediment from the Oshizawa Debris
Avalanche (where?). The same sector collapse caused the lava to later erupt from the explosive caldera, forming new mountains, central
to which was Mt. Nekomagadake. Approximately 400 thousand years ago, the mountain became inactive (Figure 1).

Oguninuma Marsh was formed by water collecting in a caldera. That caldera was presumed to be a collapsed caldera created during
a volcanic eruption. However, the current leading explanation for its formation is that the caldera was born from an explosive caldera
caused by a sector collapse approximately 500 thousand years ago.
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2. Folklore and Beliefs Concerning Mt. Nekoma Volcano

There is quite a bit of folklore concerning Kobo-Daishi (a Japanese monk) and Mt. Bandai, such as the legends of the Kobo-shimizu
(Kobo Spring Water) and the Jaoiga Waterfall. However, there are also a number of anecdotes about Kobo-Daishi related to Mt.
Nekomagadake. One anecdote is about the huge rock in the picture below. This huge rock is known as the nekoishi (the cat’s rock)
because the rock looks as though it has been placed on top of a cat. Legend has it that Kobo-Daishi subjugated a monster-cat
(bakeneko) that had been living on Mt. Nekomagadake and put this rock on the cat to restrain it (picture2). There are also a variety of
local folktales such as “The Monster-Cat of Mt. Nekomagadake” and “The Cat King of Nekoma.”

These tales were born out of the fact that Nekomagadake has been treated as a sacred mountain since long ago, and acted as the
route ascetic hermits would take on their way to perform spiritual practices in the mountains (Figure 2).
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